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Association of Nursery Training Colleges. 
Central Council for the Care of Cripples. 
Child Guidance Council. 3 
College of Midwives. . 
Institute of Infant Welfare Fund. ee 
Invalid Children’s Aid Association. 
Mothercraft Training Society. 
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Prevention of Infant Mortality. 


National Baby Welfare Council. 

National Council for the Unmarried Mother and her Child. 
National Society of Children’s Nurseries. 

Nursery School Association of Great Britain. 

Save the Children Fund. : 

The Eugenics Society. 

The Royal College of Nursing. 


AFFILIATED OVERSEAS SOCIETY: 


Tasmanian State Council for Mother and Child. 


REPRESENTED ON THE COUNCIL: 


Women Public Health Officers Association. 
Mental Health Emergency Committee, 
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Omitted: Lady Galway, = real heel Oyen 
Chairman of the Child Care Reserve Executive Commmrtee. 


a UNIFORM COMMITTEE: ~— 


S Chairman: The Marchioness of Reading, J. P. 
Miss Bowden Smith Miss Manson a4 
F = Mrs. Enthoven — Mrs. Mitchell 
Miss Liddiard Cs Mrs. Harold Wilson 
. Miss F. G. Hobart (Uniform Concession Officer) 


“College of Midwives’’, read ‘‘ National Society of Children’s 
Nurseries.’’ 


| THE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 


MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE 
CARNEGIE HOUSE, 117, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W.1. 


Bice Hours: 9.30-.530 p.m. Telephone: Grosvenor Nera 


C.C.R.: Tele. Grosvenor 3865. 


Vice-Presidents : 


H.R.H. Princess BEATRICE. 
Tue Hon. Srr ArtHuR STANLEY, G.B.E., C.B., M.V.O. 
G. F. McCrary, Esa., M.D.,; D.P.H. 
Sir BrucE Bruce Porter, K.B.E., C.M.G., M.D. 
Chairman of the Council and of the War Emergency Committee : 
Dame Louise McIzroy, D.B.E., LL.D., M.D., F.R.C.P. 


Vice-Chairman of the War Emergency Committee : 


Lapy Gatway, C.B.E. 
Tur Marcuioness or REapine, J.P. 


Hon. Treasurer: 
W. Lints-Smiru, Esq. 


Secretary: Miss O. Morratt. 
Organising Secretary for Child Care Reserve: 
Mrs. A. M. Dowpen, M.A., M.C.A. 


Auditors: Hon, Solicitors : 
Messrs, Barton, Messrs. Hargrove & Co., 
Mayhew & Co. 8, Iddesleigh House, 


Caxton Street, S.W. 
Bankers: 


The Westminster Bank, Ltd., 63, Piccadilly, W.1. 
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COUNCIL. 
L947. 
Representing the British Red Cross Society— 
Dame Louise McIlroy, D.B.E.; The Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley, 
iA.D., MED., FR:G.P. CBE), (C23. M.V.O. 
The Lady St. Levan Mrs. Woolrych Perowne. 


Representing the Association of Nursery Training Colleges— 
’ Miss M. Liddiard, S.R.N., $.C.M. Miss Wright. 
Mrs. Ernest Shaw. 


Representing the Central Council for the Care of Cripples— 
~~ Miss Norah Hill, A.R.R.C. Mrs. Munro. 
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Representing the Child Guidance Council— 
Mrs. D. Hardcastle. Mrs. St. Loe Strachey, O.B.E., J.P. 


Representing the College of Midwives— 
Mrs. Mitchell, S.C.M. Miss Melly, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
Miss Pollard, M.B.E. 


Representing the Institute of Infant Welfare Fund— 


The Rt. Hon. H. T. Baker. Miss M. Horn. 
The Lady Cynthia Colville, 
D.C.V.O. 
Representing the Invalid Children’s Aid Association— 
Miss M. E. Broadbent. Miss Manson. 
Miss Chapman. W. M. Mollison, Esq., C.B.E., 


F.R.CS. 
Representing the Mothercraft Training Society— 
The Lady Fairfax of Cameron. Miss K. M. Underhill. 
The Hon. Mrs. Richard Hoare. 


Representing the National Association of Maternity and Child Welfare Centres 
and for the Prevention of Infant Mortality— 


Miss M. Bowden-Smith. E. H. R. Smithard, Esq., 

Mrs. Frederick Lister. : M.D., D.P.H. 

Miss N. March, B.Sc. Dr. Jane Turnbull, C.B.E. 
Representing the National Baby Welfare Council— 

Dr. Ethel Cassie. Miss G. Sandes, F.R.C.S. 

Alderman Mrs. C. W. Clarke, J.P. W. H. Wheeler, Esq. 


D. H. Geffen, Esq., M.D., D.P.H. 


Representing the National Council for the Unmarried Mother and Her Child— 
Mrs. C. F. Ballard. Mrs. Paul Slessor. 


Alderman Mrs. Alice Jenkins, J.P. The Hon. Mrs. Williamson-Noble. 
Miss Susan Musson. 


Representing the National Society of Children’s Nurseries— 
The Hon. Mrs. D’Arcy Hart. Mrs. Kenneth Swan. 
Miss Hawtrey. Mrs. R. Brain. 
Major Cyril Nathan, F.C.A. 


Representing The Nursery School Association of Great Britain— 
Miss S. E. Davies. ; Mrs. Ogilvie. 
Miss Thella Marriott. 


Representing The Eugenics Society— 
The Hon. Mrs. Grant Duff. 


Representing the Royal College of Nursing— 


Miss G. E. Stephens. Miss M. Wilmshurst. 
Representing The Save the Children Fund— 
Lady Barton, C.B.E. Dr. M. B. Ray, D.S.O. 


Edward Fuller, Esq. 


Representing The Women Public Health Officers Association— 
Miss F. B. Goodall. Miss D. Hayward. 
Mrs. J. Kent Parsons. 

Elected Members—- 


Mrs. F. V. Enthoven. Herbert Lydall, Esq. 
Lady Forber. 


1942. 


WAR EMERGENCY COMMITTEE: 


Chairman: Dame Louise McIlroy, D.B.E., LL.D., M.D., F.R.C.P. 
Vice-Chairmen: Lady Galway, C.B.E. The Marchioness of Reading, J.P. 


Mrs. Ballard. Mrs. F. Lister. 

Miss Bowden Smith. Herbert Lydall, Esq. 
The Lady Cynthia Colville, D.C.V.O. Miss Manson. 

Miss S. E. Davies. Miss N. March, B.Sc. 
Mrs. Enthoven. Mrs. Mitchell, S.C.M. 
Lady Forber. Mrs. Moberly. 

Edward Fuller, Esq. Mrs. Ogilvie. 

The Hon. Mrs. Grant Duff. _ Mrs. Kent Parsons. 

Miss F. Hawtrey. Mrs. Woolrych Perowne. 
Mrs. Hayman, S.R.N. Mrs. St. Loe Strachey, O.B.E., J.P. 
Miss N. Hill, A.R.R.C. Miss G. E. Stephens. 


Mrs. Lanchester. Miss Ruth Thomas. 
Miss Liddiard, S.R.N., S$.C.M. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Chairman: Dame Louise McIlroy, D.B.E., LL.D., M.D., F.R.C.P. 


Miss Bowden-Smith. Mrs. Frederick Lister. 

Miss Broadbent. Miss Melly, S.R.N., S.C.M. 
Alderman Mrs. Clarke. Mrs. Munro 

Edward Fuller, Esq. Major C. H. Nathan, F.C.A. 

Mrs. Hardcastle. The Hon. Mrs. Williamson-Noble. 
Miss M. Horn. Miss K. M. Underhill. 

W. Lints-Smith, Esq. Mrs. E. Shaw. 


EXHIBITIONS COMMITTEE: 


Chairman: The Lady Cynthia Colville, D.C.V.O.. 
Vice-Chairman: The Lady St. Levan. 


‘Miss Fergusson. Miss J. Mackintosh. 
Lady Forber. Dr. McGregor. 

The Hon. Mrs. Grant Duff. Miss Manson. 

Mrs. D. Hardcastle. Mrs. Mitchell. 

Miss N. Hill, A.R.R.C. Miss E. Molyneux. 

Miss M. Horn. Mrs. Woolrych Perowne. 
Mrs. Lanchester. Mrs. de Wesselow. 


Miss Liddiard. 


CHILD CARE RESERVE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


Miss Alma Fox, S.R.N., S.C.M. Miss Ruth Thomas, M.A. 
Miss Evelyn Fox, C.B.E. Miss G. E, Chesters, B.A. (ex-officio). 
Mrs. Gibbs. Miss M. H. Keating, O.B.E. (ex-officto). 


Miss Thella Marriott. 
Miss A. M. Dowden, M.A., M.C.A. (Secretary). 
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SUMMARY OF OBJECTS. 


(a) To co-ordinate and assist the work of the various national 
and local voluntary organisations concerned in the care of 


motherhood, infancy and childhood. 


(b) To assist in the establishment and maintenance of such 
residential institutions as the Constituent Bodies may from time 


to time find necessary. 


(c) To promote a standardisation of training for social 


welfare workers in connection with motherhood, infancy and 


childhood. 


THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR 
MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE 


Annual Report for 1941 


HE work of the National Council has been delegated to a 

great extent to the War Emergency Committee which meets 

bi-weekly. The attendance of members at this committee 
has been almost up to full strength at every meeting, and great 
enthusiasm and interest have been shown in the discussions. These 
discussions, while giving free expressions to the opinions of the 
various representative members, have been most harmonious. 

Much work has been carried out with regard especially to the 
care of infants and young children. The War Emergency 
Committee has got in close touch with the various Ministries 
concerned with schemes for War-time nurseries, clothing, etc. The 
representatives of the Government have been most helpful and 
courteous in their dealing with the Committee, and the National 
Council has accordingly got into very close touch with the various 
Government officials. 

The work of the past year has been mainly concerned with the 
training of auxiliary helpers in War-Time Nurseries, and as will be 
seen in the report, with other important schemes in connection | 
with Child Welfare. 

I wish to express our indebtedness and to give sincere thanks to + 
Lady Galway for all the time and energy she has given to the Child 
Care Reserve, which has been such an outstanding success. Without 
her enthusiasm this scheme could not have been carried out. I 
must also thank her most sincerely for taking the Chair at 
committees when through stress of work I have been unable to 
attend. To Lady Cynthia Colville we owe a debt of gratitude for 
the time she has given as Chairman of the Exhibitions Committee 
and for her advice and attendance at the War Emergency Com- 
mittee meetings. Lady Reading by her wonderful organising 
ability as Chairman of the Uniform Committee has made a 
vaiuable contribution to the work of the National Council. Her 
skill in drafting the memorandum in connection with the Nursery 
Sub-Committtee is outstanding. We are very fortunate in having 
Mr. Lints Smith as our Honorary Treasurer. He has given us 
a great deal of his time and his valuable advice has been much 
appreciated by the Council. His knoweledge of finance is a great 
asset and his courtesy is much appreciated by the staff. 
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The Council’s Honorary Solicitor, Mr. H. Hargrove and its 
Honorary Architect, Mr. H. V. Ashley, have been most helpful, 
and we would like to thank them as well as our most valuable © 
helpers, the Committee members, without whose co-operation 
nothing could be done. 

The Council is most grateful to Miss Moffat for her unfailing 
courtesy and devotion to her post and for carrying out and co- 
ordinating the work of the various committees and their arrange- 
ments. We thank her and her office staff for all their work in the 
past year to further the interests of the National Council. 


(Signed) A. LOUISE McILROY, Chairman, 


War Emergency Committee. 


Finance. 


The financial position of the Council is causing great anxiety 
among its officers and members. Ways and means are being con- 
sidered and it is hoped that 1942 may see an improvement in this 
direction. 

The National Council has again to express its thanks and apprec- 
iation of the help given by the Ministry of Health in connection 
with the Child Care Reserve. To the Board of Trade for its 
promise of a contribution towards the expenses of the administra- 
tion of the Uniform Concession for Nursery Nurses in war-time 
nurseries, and to the following for their donations and continued 
support: 

The Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 
The British Red Cross Society. 
Institute of Infant Welfare Fund. 
The Bernard Baron Trust. 

John Lewis Partnership Ltd. 
Thomas McClintock & Co. 

Lady Waddilove. 

Violet, Lady Melchett. 

Mrs. E. Johnson. 

Mrs. Capron. 

J. A. Day, Esq. 

J. V. Earle, Esq. 


Princess Elizabeth Day (formerly Children’s Day). 


The two annual flag days were held as usual, one in May and 
one in September. The encouragement given by Royal Patron- 
age was shown by the increase in the number of depots and 
collectors. The response of the public was revealed in the increase 
in the total amount collected and in the amount available for 
allocation among the societies taking part. 
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Meetings of the Council. 


The Annual General Meeting of the National Council was held 
on June 4th, 1941, with Dame Louise Mcllroy in the Chair. After 
the routine business of the adoption of the Annual Report and 
Balance Sheet, the election of Honorary Officers and the appoint- 
ment of Auditors, the Royal College of Nursing was elected a 
Constituent Society, and representation on the National Council 
and the War Emergency Committee was granted to the Women 
Public Health Officers Association. The National Council welcomes | 
these two bodies whose wide experience and practical knowledge 
will be of the greatest value. 


The members heard an address on ‘Family Allowances and 
Child Welfare’ given by Mrs. Hubback, Vice-Chairman of the 
Family Endowment Society, and on “The Relation of Mothercraft 
Teaching to Family Allowances’ by Dr. Leslie Howsden. A great 
deal of information was given to members and an interesting dis- 
cussion followed. On the subject of Family Allowances the 
National Council is greatly indebted to the Tasmanian State 
Council for the valuable and interesting information sent in by 
their Chairman. 


On December 10th a most successful meeting was arranged by 
the National Council at the Royal Institution, Albermarle Street. 
Over 400 members and others were present. The Chair was taken 
by Lord Dawson of Penn; The Rt. Hon. Ernest Brown, Minister of 
Health, addressed the meeting on the “Care of Mother and Child in 
War Time,’ and spoke of the importance of maintaining the health 
of the mothers and children, and of the steps being taken to provide 
war nurseries for the children of women drawn into industry. 
Other speakers were Miss Crosbie, M.B.E., on the ‘Care of Small 
Children in War Time’. Professor Fletcher Shaw, M.D., F.C.0O.G., 
President of the Royal College of Obstetricians, on ‘Maternal 
Welfare’, and Dr. Allen Daley, Chief Medical Officer of Health 
to the London County Council. 


War Emergency Committee. 

Fortnightly meetings have been held throughout the year. They 
have been well attended and many matters of importance have 
been discussed and appropriate action taken. 


_ The Married Woman in War Industry. 

Considerable time has been given to the discussion of problems 
~ which concern these women. A small Committee was formed to 
go into this matter and a memorandum was drawn up and sent 
to the Ministry of Labour and National Service. It dealt with the 
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provision of residential nurseries, day and night nurseries, and 
domicilliary care by neighbours, and gave support to the recom- 
mendation of the Midwives’ Institute “That expectant mothers 
should cease work in factories four weeks before the confinement 
and not return until eight weeks after the birth of the child, and 
that such women should be eligible for National Health Insurance 
sick benefit.” This memorandum was followed by an interview 
with the Ministry of Labour and Ministry of Health, when a very 
free and sympathetic discussion took place. 


Children Under Five. 


A Nurseries Sub-Committee was set up composed of represent- 
atives of the Association of Nursery Training Colleges, The 
Mothercraft Training Society, The College of Midwives, and The 


Nursery School Association of Great Britain, to discuss matters 


concerning children under five. This Committee has done excellent 
work under the Chairmanship of the Marchioness of Reading who, 
on information supplied by the Societies represented, drew up a 
memorandum on “Day Nurseries and Nursery Centres’ pointing 
out amongst other things, the need for simplification of the whole 
position regarding War-Time Nurseries and for a unifying author- 
ity in connection with them. This memorandum was sent to the 
Board of Education and the Ministries of Health and Labour. 


Feeding of Children Under Five. 


The War eEmergency Committee put forward to the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Food suggestions that there might' be 
a periodic issue of leaflets giving diets with receipts for children 
under five, and that more use might be made of broadcasting to 
make them known. The suggestions were welcomed by the 
Ministries, and a meeting was arranged by Dame Louise McIlroy 
when Professor Drummond and representatives of the Ministries 
met members of a small committee set up by the National Council, 
when the whole question was discussed. Later the views of the 


War Emergency Committee were invited by the Ministry of Health 


on giving diets, receipts, and advice, and the suggestions sent in 
were appreciated by the Ministry of Health and will be adopted 
where possible i in the booklet to be issued shortly. 


Air Raid Shelters. 


The War Emergency Committee has also been interested in the 
well-being of women and children in air raid shelters, and Dame 
Louise McIlroy represented the National Council on a Committee 
set up by the Ministry of Home Security and was able to bring 
forward many points on behalf of the Constitutent Societies. 
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Breast Feeding. 


It was suggested that there was in some parts of the country at 
least a decided decrease in the number of mothers who breast fed 
their babies. A small committee has been set up to enquire into this 
matter and a questionnaire has been circulated to Medical Officers 
of Health with a view to discovering the position, and if a serious 
decline proved, the causes and possible remedies. 


Board of Trade. 


The War Emergency Committee has been in close contact with 
the Board of Trade and brought forward many points in connection 
with infant layettes and uniforms for nursery nurses. The latter 
enquiries resulted in the formation of the Uniform Committee and 
the administration of the Board of Trade’s Uniform concession 
scheme. 


Separate reports are given of the work of the Exhibitions Com- 
mittee, the Child Care Reserve Committee and the Uniform 
Committee. 


Layettes from America. 


The National Council is deeply indebted to the Dudley House 
Allocation Committee for their gifts of clothes from America. 
Several cases of layettes and sacks of other infant clothing 
have been allocated to the National Council, and have been 
distributed through midwives to evacuated mothers and other 
necessitous cases. These gifts have been a great boon to women 
evacuated or suffering in various ways through the ‘Blitz’. They 
are very much appreciated by the midwives who are looking after 
these women, and by the mothers themselves. 


The Council is also grateful for gifts of clothing from the 
Rhodesian Women’s Working Party. 


Mental Health Emergency Committee. 


The proposal that the Mental Health Emergency Committee 
should be represented on the War Emergency Committee of the 
National Council was welcomed by the members, and Miss Ruth 
Thomas was co-opted as its representative and has given much 
valuable information to the Committee. 


Co-operation with other Societies. 


The Council continues to be represented on the National Council 
of Social Service (Standing Conference, Voluntary Organisations, 
and Personal Service Groups), Public Health Committee of the 
National Council of Women, the Women’s Voluntary Services, the 
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Central Council for Health Education, and the Women’s Advisory 
Housing Council. 


Library. 


Members still continue to make good use of the Library, and 
during the past year forty-one new members have joined; in fact,. 
the only reason why a few of the old members have not renewed 
their subscription is that they are doing war work and lack time 
for reading. 

The books most in demand are those on the care of the infant, 
the child up to school age, psychology, and any book or pamphlet 
on mothercraft is asked for again and again. Subscribers write 
most appreciatively of the books they have borrowed, and students | 
of the Child Care Reserve Courses are making good use of the 
special facilities offered them. 


Journal. 


The year just passed saw many difficulties and problems for 
child welfare workers. The evacuation of mothers and children 
and the re-evacuation from the danger areas of those children 
brought back; the care of expectant and of nursing mothers and 
the under-fives; and the setting up of war-time nurseries for the 
children of those women absorbed into war-time industry, were all 
matters which called for much attention on the part of all con- 
cerned with the welfare of mothers and children. By authoritative 
and constructive articles on these and other subjects, Mother and 
Child, as the organ of the National Council and its Constituent 
Societies, was able to circulate many helpful suggestions as to how 
various problems could be solved. The urgent need for constructive 
effort and for co-operation on the part of local authorities and 
voluntary bodies has never been shown more clearly than in the 
past year, and Mother and Child, through articles contributed by 
well-known writers—each an expert in a particular field— 
endeavoured to point the way to such co-ordination of effort. 

During 1941 many subjects of topical interest to the movement 
were discussed in the journal. Dr. Eric Pritchard, the well-known 
pediatrician, contributed several on: “The Newer Knowledge of 
Nutrition”; “Milk Dilutions and Deficiency Symptoms”; “The Care 
of Breast-Feeding”; “The Employment of Tannic Acid in the 
Treatment of Skin Affections in Infants.” An article by Dr. Leslie 
Housden, Chairman of the Mothercraft Training Sub-Committee 
of the National Association of Maternity and Child Welfare 
Centres, on “The Relation of Mothercraft Teaching to Family 
Allowances,” was of special interest. Dr. Housden’s plea that any 
allowance given should be used solely for the benefit of the children 
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is one with which most child welfare workers are in complete 
agreement. Linked up with Dr. Housden’s article was one by 
Mrs. Evelyn M. Hubback, J.P., Vice-Chairman of the Family 
Endowment Society, on the “Argument for F amily Allowances.” 


Other informative articles included “Maternity and Child 
Welfare Services in Relation to State Medical Service” and 
_ “Planning on Sand,” by Dr. W. G. Booth, Medical Officer of Health 
for Holland County Council, the latter a particularly interesting 
subject in view of the serious thought being given to the birth 
rate in this country; “Mothers in Industry,” by Mrs. Marjorie 
Hayman, Technical Adviser to the National Society of Day 
_ Nurseries, stressing the need for war-time nurseries to care for the 
children of women working in the war effort; “Babies in War- 
mime, by the Rt. Hon. Ernest Brown, P.C., M.P., ‘Minister of 
Health; “Some Observations on the Effects of War-Time Conditions 
on Child Health,” by Dr. Eric C. Downer, Medical Officer of Health 
for Tipton; “The Bearing of Mothercraft Training on the Prevention 
of Juvenile Delinquency,” by Dr. Leslie Housden, on which subject 
Miss Judith Kennedy, Probation Officer, Willesden Police Court, 
also contributed an article; “More Problems of Evacuation,” by 
Miss Susan Musson, Secretary of the National Council for the 
_ Unmarried Mother and Her Child; “Maternity and Child Welfare 
Services from the Countrywoman’s Point of View,” by Mrs. Grace 
Methuen, Member of the Executive Committee of the the National 
Federation of Women’s Institutes; “War Conditions and Young 
Children,” by Miss Gwen Chesters, B.A., Play Therapist, Tavistock 
Clinic; “Babies in War-Time,” by Dr. D. H. Geffen, Medical Officer 
of Health for Enfield; “Treatment of Simple Conditions of the 
Umbilicus,” by Sister Drayton of the Hospital for Sick Children; 
_ “Effects on Family Life of Changes in Income and Outgoings,” by 
Miss F. Lillywhite, Chairman of the London Centre of the Women 
Public Health Officers’ Association; ‘“Accidents—A Burden in 
Peace and War,” by Miss Helen Sutherland, Secretary, National 
Child and Home Safety Committees of the Royal Society for the 
_ Prevention of Accidents. 


- A series of articles on orthopedics commenced with one from 
_ Dr. C. E. M. Jones on “Tuberculosis Disease of Bones and Joints 
in Young Children,” and was followed by “Infantile Paralysis,” by 
_ Dr. A. S. McConkey. (This series is being carried on in 1942.) 


_ Constituent Societies of the National Council for Maternity and 
_ Child Welfare may obtain copies of the journal in bulk at specially 
reduced rates, particulars of which may be obtained from the 
_ proprietors of Mother and Child, Aldwych House, Aldwych, 
‘London, W.C.2. The regular subscription rate is 10/6 per annum. 
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UNIFORM COMMITTEE. 


When Clothing Uniform rationing started in the summer of 1941, 
the Board of Trade, at the request of the National Council and 
its Constituent Societies, sanctioned uniform concessions for the 
personnel of Nurseries for Children under 5, and after consultations 
with the Board of Trade in which Lady Reading and Miss Liddiard 
took part, a scheme for those nurseries controlled by Voluntary 
Organisations was drafted by Lady Reading, Chairman of a 
special committee set up by the National Council. The draft was 
approved by the Board of Trade, which asked the National Council 
for Maternity and Child Welfare to be responsible for its 
administration. 

Until the scheme came into force on the Ist November, 1941, 
emergency permits were issued for students waiting for outfits, and 
this work was done by Miss Moffat until October, 1941, when an 
office was set up with Miss Hobart as Uniform Concession Officer 
to carry out the scheme. 

It was soon found that the work necessitated not only a full-time 
worker but additional help. The assistance which came most 
unexpectedly was doubly welcome. ‘The Council has now the 
invaluable service of Mrs. Alec Waley, who works full time 
voluntarily. Her wide experience and finished clerical work cannot 
be too highly appreciated. 

Matrons of all Nurseries affiliated to the Constituent Societies of 
the National Council have been given full particulars of the 
scheme, and how their staff can avail themselves of the concessions 
by each member sending a registration fee of 3/- and 12 clothing 
coupons. This is a good concession when one realises that for the 
surrendering of 12 coupons, outfits up to the value of 86 coupons 
may be obtained or renewal outfits up to the value of 46 coupons. 

The registration fee proved inadequate to cover the cost involved: 
the Board of Trade was approached and has agreed to grant 1/- 
annually for each member registered. 

It is estimated that at least 1,200 members will be registered 
during the year ending August 1942, as we have already 184 
nurseries on the register. The majority of nurseries now being set 
up are controlled by Local Authorities and consequently do not 
come under the scheme administered by the National Council. 

The work entails much detail, correspondence and careful record- 
ing, but while this report covers only a short period the results are 
satisfactory and the Uniform Committee is confident that when 
a full year’s work is reported it will show considerable expansion 
and will have been carried out with efficiency and economy. 


(Signed) EVA READING, Chairman, 
Uniform Committee. 
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CHILD WELFARE EXHIBITIONS. 


During the year 1941 the work of the Child Welfare Exhibitions 
was carried on in spite of the difficult conditions of that year in 
London. It was to be expected that owing to the circumstances the 
work would be somewhat curtailed but its usefulness was main- 
tained and sections were in demand by Welfare Authorities, Local 
Education Authorities and Voluntary Organisations throughout 
the: country. The requests were chiefly for the diet section, 
mothercraft equipment and films. During the year the Exhibitions 
Committee met seven times. 

The mothercraft equipment has been in constant use by the Child 
Care Reserve for the courses of instruction at Carnegie House and 
the wear and tear on the clothing was very considerable; the 
difficulty of renewals became acute owing to the problem of 
coupons. The Exhibitions Committee is greatly indebted to the 
Ministry of Health for the interest which it took in the matter by 
approaching the Board of Trade, as a result of which, coupons 
were available for the purpose. Also to the Australian Red Cross 
and the Personal Service League. 


Permanent Exhibition—Carnegie House. 


This exhibition has been opened daily and has been of great 
value to the students taking the courses of instruction for the Child 
Care Reserve at Carnegie House, and also to the nurses taking 
the nursery matrons’ course at the College of Nursing. Health 
Visitors in training have visited the exhibition from the College of 
Nursing, Battersea Polytechnic, the National Health Society and 
the Carnegie Infant Welfare Centre, Shoreditch. 


Travelling Exhibitions. 


Ministry of Food Exhibition—Bromsgrove. 


The Exhibition organised by the Ministry of Food, Bromsgrove, 
was opened by Lady Baldwin. The Welfare Authority hired a 
large section of the Child Welfare Travelling Exhibition to illus- 
trate this branch of the work for the Local Authority. A large 
and attractive stall was put at the disposal of the Exhibitions Com- 
mittee and Miss Keating was present during the week in charge of 
this section. Special praise was given by the Ministry of Food 
officials, and also those of the Board of Education, to the very 
appropriate and colourful exhibit which the National Council had 
provided. 


Ie 


Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Care of the Infant and Young Child. 

The Exhibitions Committee was asked to co-operate with the 
Nursery School Association and the National Society of Day 
Nurseries in the exhibition which was held at their Joint Confer- 
ence, at the Royal Institute of British Architects. 


Barnsley. 


The Welfare Authority had booked one of our complete Child 
Welfare Exhibitions with a lecturer in charge for the preceding 
year, but owing to war conditions this had to be postponed. The 
Exhibition was organised in May, 1941, and one of the travelling 
exhibitions was loaned to the Welfare Authorities to be in charge 
of the local health visitors as the Exhibitions Committee was 
unable to send a demonstrator. 


Sections of the Exhibition have been sent without a lecturer 
in charge, to the following :— 


Welwyn Garden City. The diets were exhibited at the “Food 
Week” organised by Welwyn Garden City. Mrs. Walters who was 
a former demonstrator of the Travelling Exhibition was in charge 
of the exhibits on behalf of Welwyn Garden City. 


Aberdeen Welfare Authority hired sections of the Exhibition 
including Emergency Nursery equipment, toys and clothing from 
September to the end of the year. These exhibits were displayed 
in various centres throughout the country, including schools and 
welfare centres. 


Tunbridge Wells Welfare Authority displayed the diet section 
at its Food Week. 


Maitland Nursing Home, Pinner, hired a clothing section. 


Mothercraft Equipment has been sent to:— 


Wiltshire Red Cross Society. 
Pleasley Hill Senior School, Mansfield. 
Warwickshire Red Cross Society. 
Middlesex Red Cross Society. 
County Technical College, Guildford. 
Dorchester County school for Girls. 
Sussex Red Cross Society. 
Devon Red Cross Society. 

, Surrey Red Cross Society. 
Denbighshire Red Cross Society. 
Gloucestershire Red Cross Society. 
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Essex Red Cross Society. 
Monmouthshire Red Cross Society. 
Lancashire Red Cross Society. 


Films have been sent to :— 


Manchester and Salford Council of Social Service. 
Mrs. Lister, Dorset. 

‘Pleaseley Hill Senior School, Mansfield. 
Battersea Polytechnic (4 times). 

Central Senior Girls’ School, Scarborough. 
Penrhos College, Chatsworth. 

York War Weapons Week (tour of clinics). 
Lancashire Red Cross Society. 

Finchley Red Cross Society (twice). 

Sussex Red Cross Society. 

Dr. McLardy, Midlothian. 

Harrogate Public Health Committee. 

City of Edinburgh. 


- Lectures. 


Two courses on Infant Care consisting of 8 lectures were given 
by Mrs. Meering to the Holborn Branch of the British Red Cross 
Society in August and November of 1941. 

A lecture on the infant was given by Mrs. Meering at the Annual 
Meeting of the West Sussex branch of the Midwives’ Association. 
Mrs. Meering also gave a lecture at the St. Michael’s Infant 
Welfare Centre, Slough, and a film show and lecture to the Sudbury 
Red Cross Society. Many people attended the lectures. 


Sales. 


During the year there was a steady demand for paper patterns 
of infants’ and children’s clothing. To facilitate the ordering of 
these by Local Authorities and others, a leaflet giving a list of the 
patterns available together with the minimum garments required 
for a baby’s layette was printed, and can be had on application. 

For all information regarding charges for hire, fees and the sale 
of exhibits, application should be made to: — 

Exhibitions Department, 
117, Piccadilly, London, W.1. 


The Exhibitions Committee wishes to express its sincere thanks 
to the Trustees of the Institute of Infant Welfare Fund for the 
annual grant and other benefits which the Trustees have so gener- 
ously bestowed on the Exhibitions and its appreciation of the 
regular help given by the voluntary workers, Miss Tomlin, Miss 
Buck, Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Leveson. 
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Acknowledgment. 


The Committee are delighted to see Miss Keating back at 
Carnegie House, and feel that though her other work now makes it 
impossible for her to give us anything except the benefit of her. 
experience and advice from time to time, that her moral support 
is of real value. 


Mrs. Meering has worked extraordinarily hard in difficult and 
trying circumstances, and we also owe much to the accessibility and 
help in a thousand and one ways, which Miss Moffatt is always 
ready to give and which alone makes the work of the Exhibitions 
Committee possible. 


(Signed) CYNTHIA COLVILLE, 


Chairman, Exhibitions Committee. 


CHILD CARE RESERVE. 


The year has been mainly one of preparation in order to get 
the proposals of the Ministry of Health, the Board of Education 
and the Ministry of Labour unified. 


Courses of Instruction. 


In response to a request for more lectures on the educational side, 
Course B was drawn up. 


Nineteen courses were given in London during the year and the 
result of the tests and of the fifty hours’ practical work has been 
generally satisfactory. 


Heavy demands had to be made on the few lecturers and exam- 
iners on whom we could call, and we are greatly indebted to 
them for their generous co-operation. 


In the provinces twenty-two courses were completed, and the 
successful candidates have been absorbed in local work. 


In Scotland, Moray House Training College for Teachers started 
courses to fit the students for work in the nurseries during their 
holidays. The Edinburgh branch of the Nursery School Assoc- 
lation ran excellent courses. The Departments of Education and 
Health for Scotland have accepted our syllabus and general scheme 
and before Christmas lectures were arranged ey Local Education 
Authorities in Edinburgh and Aberdeen. 


Appointment of Travelling Organisers. 


In December the Ministry of Health sanctioned and financed 
the engagement of Miss Keating and Miss Chesters as Travelling 
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Organisers in order to assist local authorities in the planning or 
management of Child Care Reserve courses. An account of their 
work actually comes into the year 1942, but the great value of 
such appointments became immediately evident. 


At the close of-the year it was decided that in future the arrange- 
ments for the courses should be the responsibility of the Board of 
Education in co-operation with the Ministry of Health and 100% 
grant is available from the Ministry of Health in respect of courses 
approved by H.M. Inspectors of Schools. 


Gibraltar Evacuee Hostels Nursery Staff. 


Among the staff for these nurseries we still have a number of the 
original helpers. They deserve the highest praise for having seen 
us through the most difficult days, including the “Blitz”. The staff 
was increased from twenty-seven to forty-seven in the twelve 
months from January to December 1941. More families arrived 
from Gibraltar, the numbers in existing Hostels were thinned and 
a few more hostels opened, and everything was done to encourage 
attendances in the Nurseries. 

(Signed) MARIE C. GALWAY, 


Chairman, 
Child Care Reserve Executive Committee. 


ADDRESSES OF SOCIETIES REPRESENTED ON 
NATIONAL COUNCIL. 


The Association of Nursery Training Colleges, Ltd., 
8, Chester Road, Northwood, Middlesex. 


Central Council for the Care of Cripples, 
34, Eccleston Square, S.W.1. 


Child Guidance Council, 
23, Queen’s Square, Bath. 


College of Midwives, 
57, Lower Belgrave Street, SW. 


Invalid Children’s Aid Association, 
117, Piccadilly, W.1. 


Mental Health Emergency Committee, 
24, Buckingham Palace Road, 5.W.1. 


Mothercraft Training Society, 
Cromwell House, Highgate Hill, N.6. 


National Association of Maternity and Child Welfare Centres and 
for the Prevention of Infant Mortality, 
117, Piccadilly; W.). 


National Baby Welfare Council (including National Baby Week 
Council), 
29, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


National Council for the Unmarried Mother and Her Child, 
117, Piccadilly, W.1. 


National Society of Children’s Nurseries, 
117, Piccadilly, W.1. 


_ Nursery School Association of Great Britain, 
Hamilton House, Mabledon Place, W.C.1. 


Save the Children Fund, 
20, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


The Eugenics Society, 
69, Eccleston Square, S.W.1. 


The Royal College of Nursing, 
Henrietta Place, Cavendish Square, W.1. 
The Women Public Health Officers Association, 
5, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
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CHILD WELFARE 
TRAVELLING EXHIBITION 


of the 


National Council for 
Maternity and Child Welfare 


The Travelling Exhibition may be hired com- 
plete including films and projector with a lecturer 
in charge. 


Sections may be hired separately for teaching 
purposes, largely used by Education and Health 
Authorities for the teaching of Mothercraft, 
Nutrition, etc., and in connection with the Child 
Care Reserve Courses. 


Exhibits of Emergency Equipment for the 
Evacuated Mother, infant and the young child. 


Patterns, up-to-date and with new designs 
for infants’ and children’s indoor and outdoor 
clothing. Posters, etc. 


Apply— 
Exhibitions Department, 117, Piccadilly, W.1 


J. B. SHEARS & Sons, 64 Sydney Street, Chelsea, S.W.3 


